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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, EGEN, IN 

SUBJECT: ASAMERA: BAD NEWS AND GOOD NEWS 
REF: MADRAS 1 120 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . ASAMERA EXPLORATORY OIL DRILLING IN THE GULF OF MANNAR 
PASSED THROUGH A ZONE OF PROMISE AT 9,000 FEET WITHOUT A 
TRACE OF HYDROCARBONS AND HIT HARD IGNEOUS ROCK AT 9,200 FEET. 
THERE WAS SOME CONCERN THAT THE BASEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED 
BUT THE UNEXPECTED FORMATION TURNED OUT TO BE A 300-FOOT 
THICK SERIES OF VOLCANIC OVERLAYS WITH MORE SHALE BELOW. 
DRILLING WAS STOPPED ON JULY 12 IN THE TRANSITION ZONE AT 

9,600 FEET FOR TWO DAYS OF TESTING AND LOGGING. 

2. THE ASAMERA REP EXPLAINED THAT OIL DRILLING IS NOT AN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EXACT SCIENCE AND THE IGNEOUS LAYER WAS COMPLETELY 
UNANTICIPATED. HOWEVER, HE VIEWS THIS AS A VERY FAVORABLE 
DEVELOPMENT BECAUSE THE ORIGINAL INTENSE HEAT FROM SUCH AN 
IGNEOUS LAYER WOULD NORMALLY HAVE HAD THE EFFECT OF COOKING 
THE OIL OUT OF THE SHALE BELOW AND CAUSING THE OIL TO COLLECT 
IN LARGE POCKETS. HE STILL BELIEVE THAT OIL WILL BE 
FOUND AND HE NOW THINKS THAT IT MAY EXCEED ALL PREVIOUS 
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EXPECTATIONS. THE WEATHER CONTINUES TO BE FAVORABLE AND 
HE EXPECTS TO REACH THE BOTTOM AT 14,000 FEET BY ABOUT 
JULY 25. 

3. THE ASAMERA REP ASKED THAT ALL INFORMATION HE HAS 
SUPPLIED BE KEPT IN CONFIDENCE. TO AVOID MISINTER- 
PRETATION IN THE PRESS, HE ONLY TELLS REPORTERS THE 
CURRENT DEPTH DRILLING HAS REACHED. THIS EXPLAINS WHY 
WE HAVE NOT SEEN ANY ASAMERA PRESS COVERAGE SINCE EARLY 
JUNE. 

MCCASKILL UNQUOTE 
GOHEF.N 
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